
WHAT ISWHAT IS

Pope Francis is inviting everyone to participate in the upcoming Synod of Bishops, both Catholics
and those who may not be practicing. The Synod's theme is: “For a Synodal Church: Communion,

Participation, and Mission.”
 

“The purpose of the Synod, and therefore of this consultation, is not to produce documents, but “to
plant dreams, draw forth prophecies and visions, allow hope to be nourished, inspire trust, bind up

wounds, weave together relationships...” 
(Preparatory Document, 32)

 
In order to “journey together,” we need to let ourselves be educated by the Spirit to a truly synodal

mentality, entering with courage and freedom of heart into a conversion process that is
indispensable for the “continual reformation of which [the Church] always has need, in so far as she

is a human institution” (PD, 9)

 visit: grdiocese.org/synod for more information.

Diocesan Phase
Oct . 2021  - April 2022

Episcopal Conference
Phase
June - Aug . 2022

Continental Phase
Sept . 2022 - March 2023

Synod of Bishops
October 2023



Pope Francis is inviting everyone to participate in the upcoming Synod of Bishops,
both Catholics and those who may not be practicing.

The Synod's theme is: “For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, and Mission.”

Please contact the parish office for a participant guide if you intend to participate in the
listening session. You may also access the participant guide online at grdiocese/synod (See

QR code). This document will help you understand the listening session and prepare the
thoughts you would like to share. 

Father Ayub invites you to attend the listening session, where 
you can share your personal experiences with the Catholic Church.

Sunday, February 20 - 3:00PM to 5:00PM-St Mary Community Room
Saturday, February 26 - 10:00AM to 12:00PM-St Mary Community Room

Tuesday, March 8 - 7:00PM to 9:00PM-St Mary Community Room
Volunteers are needed to make these sessions fruitful. 

Please consider volunteering in one  of the following areas: 
hospitality team, note takers and table facilitators for the listening session. 

To reserve your space, please contact the parish office:
616.677.3934  or secretary@saintmarysmarne.org

Read the Participant's Guide


