
 
 
 
July 2, 2020 
 
My Dear Parishioners, 
 
I hope you are safe and healthy. 
During this time of adjustment to the challenges of COVID-19, my fellow priests and I have sought out 
new ways to maintain access to the sacraments while still honoring all the demands of liturgical law, 
reverence, and public health.   
When there is disagreement or uncertainty about those demands, we defer to our bishop, who is 
responsible for the liturgical life of the diocese as a whole, to guide our response.   
I have recently received a clarification from the bishop about the range of options available in our 
diocese for the distribution of Holy Communion, and this clarification will cause a change in practice 
at our parish.   
In order to maintain the intimate connection of Holy Communion with the sacrifice of the Eucharist, I 
will no longer be distributing Communion after Mass to parishioners who watched Mass on TV and 
then drive to St Mary’s church to receive communion in the privacy of their car.  
Instead, all who wish to receive Communion are invited to do so within our church at the usual time 
within the celebration of Mass. 
If you have been receiving communion after watching Mass on TV and still have concerns about 
entering the church, please know that we are taking extra COVID-19 safety precautions: 

o The pews are cleaned and sanitized after EVERY Mass 
o The pews are clearly marked for specific seating assignments  
o We have social distancing tape lines for receiving communion 
o We have a maximum capacity limit of 100 people per Mass. (we have not yet reached that 

limit; we are averaging 40/50 people on weekend Masses and 20 during our weekday Masses-
no registration is needed to attend) 

o Masks are to be worn by everyone attending Mass 
 

After reading this, if you still have concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Thank you very much for your understanding during these uncertain times. 
 
May God Bless You and Your Families, 
 
 

 
 
Fr. Ayub 

 
 


