
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

I write today to share some measure of hope and joy during this difficult time of the pandemic and social distancing. In 

recent weeks, we have watched with relief as our state has gradually opened to select businesses and activities, with 
prudent precautions firmly in place. In keeping with this gradual reopening of our society, it is necessary that we make 
similar arrangements Mary's to allow once again for the communal celebration of Holy Mass, which at its core is the most " 
within our parish St. essential" activity known to our world. It will be imperative for all of us — pastors, parish staff, 
volunteers, and all the faithful — to work together during these times. The pandemic is not over, and safety precautions 

must be followed, in order to promote the continued health and safety of everyone in our community.                                             

Our first Mass will be on Friday, May 29 at St. Michael’s at 9:00AM and the first at St. Mary’s will be on the Feast of 

Pentecost May 30/31 at the regular Weekend Mass times. Just a reminder, all Catholics in the diocese are dispensed of 

their Sunday obligation through June 30. Your cooperation is vital as we take these steps: If you have any question please 
call me at 616-901-0974. 

 Limit the number of people inside at a given time to no more than 25% of the church's seating capacity. 

The community center will be used for overflow. 

•   We will not be using Hymnals.  

 Social distancing MUST occur. Only people living in the same household may sit together. All others should 
remain 6 feet away in every direction from another individual who is not a member of their household. Please 
show patience with parents with young children. 

 There should be no physical contact between parishioners (e.g. parishioners should not hold hands during the 

Our Father, (the invitation for the Sign of Peace will be omitted). 

 Masks or appropriate equivalent facial coverings MUST be worn by all participants 2 years and older                                 

(i.e., by all those not performing a liturgical ministry). 

 Place your offertory in the baskets placed in the entry areas. There will be no passing of the collection basket. 

 Only the priest will distribute Holy Communion so there will be some slight changes to receive communion. For 
the distribution of Holy Communion, the faithful keep their face covering in place while approaching in 

procession. At an identified position marked 6 feet from the minister, they should respond "Amen" and remove 
their face covering before coming forward for Holy Communion. Their face covering should be placed back on 

their face before proceeding to their seat. Holy Communion must be received by hand. Gloves may not be 
worn. 

 All are encouraged to attend weekday Mass to help with the social distancing requirement. 

 We urge anyone who is considered vulnerable due to age or underlying health conditions to remain at home. 

 If you are sick, or have been exposed to anyone who is sick, please stay home. 

As this is a situation, we Catholics have never experienced before, please be patient as we work through this extraordinary 
event together. Looking forward to celebrating Mass with you. 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Fr. Ayub Francis Nasar (Pastor) 


