
 

April 4, 2020 

My dear friends,  

During Holy Week, the Church celebrates the mysteries of salvation accomplished by Christ in the 

last days of His life on earth, beginning with His messianic entrance into Jerusalem. The Lenten 

season lasts until the Thursday of this week. The Easter Triduum begins with evening Mass of the 

Lord’s supper on Holy Thursday. This year’s Holy Week is being observed in very different 

circumstances due to the coronavirus epidemic.  

 It is a very challenging time for the whole world. The people are tired of staying home and find it 

difficult to see every place closed around. They find it increasingly more difficult to not be able to 

attend Sunday Mass and especially Holy Week services, the Paschal Triduum and Easter the 

Resurrection of the Lord. What a great opportunity for all of us that we are still able to watch Mass via 

television WXMI FOX 17, Via EWTN and also live stream from the Diocese and parishes where there 

is facility and equipment to do livestreaming. 

I would like to inform you that during the Holy Week, I will continue to celebrate Masses for the 

intentions requested through the parish office. We are the people of hope and hope will never leave 

us disappointed. God’s love is never changing. We will journey with the disciple of Jesus this week; 

from grief, despair and confusion to faith, hope and inexpressible joy of the Resurrection. 

Bishop David Walkowiak has dispensed all the Catholic faithful of the Diocese of Grand Rapids from 

the Sunday and Holy Week and Easter obligation, however funerals, weddings and baptisms may be 

celebrated with the immediate family without Mass. Our faith community’s health and safety are the 

primary concern of our clergy and staff at our cluster parish.  

In need of our prayers are the elderly, the sick and home bound who, at this time, may be 

experiencing isolation, loneliness and despair. As brothers and sisters of Christ, let us extend a 

loving, helping hand where we can bring hope to them. 

We are continuing the work of the Church via our Church’s website and Facebook. Thank you very 

much for your continued prayer and support, especially these days when we are keeping social 

distance by closing church services and the parish office. The church will still be open at regular Mass 

times for you to privately pray on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9am – 10am, Saturdays 3:30pm to 

5:30pm, Sundays 10:30am to 11:30am and Easter Sunday from 10:30am to 12:00pm. Please adhere 

to all social distancing guidelines. 

Jesus Christ, the light of the world, is life, source of joy and all hope. I extend to each one of you, my 

prayers, and Easter blessing. I pray that this Easter will fill your homes with the joy of new and 

everlasting life. Spend time rejoicing in the Lord, follow the Lord in all things and trust in His mercy 

and providence. Jesus is risen, Alleluia. In the joy of these words, I wish you all a blessed and Happy 

Easter. 

Yours in Jesus Christ, 

 

Fr. Ayub Francis Nasar 


