
I-—-

The World Meeting of Families
is an international event held every
three years since its start in 1994.
Families and Church leaders from
around the globe will gather at the
Philadelphia Convention Center
for four days of prayer, presenta
tions, and celebration. The focal
point of the meeting is the Interna
tional Theological — Pastoral Con
gress in which dynamic speakers
guide the attendees through presentations,
discussions, and workshops to fully under
stand the preparatory catechesis created for
the meeting. Families who attend have the
opportunity to meet others from 150 coun
tries, talk about what it means to be a family
in their part of the world and to share stories
and faith.

The event also includes a Youth Congress
with activities for children and youth, ages
6-17. Childcare will be available, provided
at the Pennsylvania Convention Center by a
bonded, certified childcare provider.

Detailed plans for Pope Francis’ visit

have not yet been finalized and
are expected to be released in
late spring or early summer.
However, it is expected that the
Holy Father will visit Philadel
phia September 25 — 27, 2015 to
participate in the closing events
of the World Meeting of Fami
lies. These events include the
Festival of Families, an intercul
tural celebration of family life

around the world, which would be held
on Saturday, September 26, and a papal
Mass to be held on Sunday, September
27. Both of these events will take place at
the Philadelphia Museum of Art on the
Benjamin Franklin Parkway in the heart of
Philadelphia and will be open to the pub
lic. Planners anticipate 1.5 million people
will gather with Pope Francis.

There are three ways families from west
Michigan can participate in the events:

Families can register directly through
the World Meeting website, woridmeet
ing2OlS.org to get signed up for the

Pastoral-Theological Congress, held
the first four days of the Meeting. The
diocesan office is recommending that
adults purchase the “modified package”
or the ‘full package” registration because
it includes a week long pass to all public
transportation (trains and city buses).
This will be necessary for attending any of
the papal events over the weekend. There
are also options of staying in hotels or in
host family’s homes.

The diocese will be coordinating travel
by motor coach to Philadelphia. Families
from the diocese are certainly welcome to
travel to Philadelphia on their own. Infor
mation is provided on the World Meeting
website about daily parking costs to help
families budget for the pilgrimage.

For those who want to travel to Phila
delphia just for the weekend and attend
the papal events, the diocesan office is
working with a local travel company to
coordinate travel and hotel stay. Please
contact the diocesan office about details
and getting signed up. There is no regis
tration on the World Meeting website for
the weekend events, as these are open to
the public.

For those who are interested in the
World Meeting of Families, but know that
they will not be travelling to Philadelphia,
there is still the opportunity to partici
pate via the internet. The main keynote
presentations from the World Meeting
and the papal events will be live streamed
over the course of the week. The dioc
esan office is looking into having parishes
around the diocese host a gathering in
which you can watch a keynote presenta
tion live, followed by small group discus
sion and faith sharing, and prayer.

The diocesan office is planning to
host preparation meetings in the coming
months leading up to the World Meeting.
This will be an opportunity for all who
are attending from the Diocese of Grand
Rapids to meet each other, share tips on
getting ready, and to pray together. Once
you get registered, please contact Mark
Mann at the diocesan office so that we
can send you more information about
these preparation meetings. We will be
keeping people informed through our
diocesan website — dioceseofgrandrapids.
org - where we also have a link to the
World Meeting of Families website. t

- ope Francis to
t Philadelphia

• ope Francis has officially confirmed that he will be

• J attending the World Meeting of Families in Phila
delphia next September 22-27, 2015. Have you
confirmed your attendance? Everyone is welcome
to attend! The World Meeting of Families 2015 will

be a truly universal expeence.

Mark Mann is
the director for

family, marriage,
youth and young
adult ministry for
the Diocese of
Grand Rapids.

For more information about the World Meeting of Families, visit www worldmeeting2Ol 5 org, or contact Mark Mann,
director of family, marriage youth and young adult ministry, at 616475 1243 or mmann@dioceseofgrandrapids org
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Thank for your interest in participating in the World Meeting of Families next September. We

posted an article in the most recent issue of FAITH Grand Rapids providing information.

Anyone and everyone can attend; the event is especially designed for families (whatever your

family looks like).

For families who are interested in attending the Congress, we are asking that they please register

now directly through the World Meeting website, worldmeeting2ol5.org.

• The diocesan office is recommending that adults purchase the “modified
package” ($280/adult> or the “full package” ($325/adult) registration because

it includes a week long pass to all public transportation (trains and city buses).
This will be necessary for attending any of the papal events over the weekend.

• Within the registration process, there are also options of staying in hotels

or in host family’s homes. If you make reservations through a hotel, please

reserve a room from Monday, Sept. 21 to Monday, Sept. 28.

• The diocese will be coordinating travel by motor coach to Philadelphia.

We are still finalizing the details of the bus transportation with the bus

company. The cost is estimated at $120/person round trip. Once we have the

details complete, I will be in contact with you.

• Everyone who is attending the World Meeting of Families from our

diocese will be invited to some preparation meetings over the course of the

next year. This will give a chance to get to know one another, to pray together,

and to get some orientation on attending the World Meeting.

For those who cannot attend the entire week, but would like to be in Philly for the papal events

scheduled over the weekend (Sept. 25-27), we are working out details with Holy Family Radio

who is looking into sponsoring a bus and hotel package — again, just for the weekend.

AU that said, the best way anyone is going to see the Pope is to watch EWTN or online through

the World Meeting of Families website.
If I can address any questions you may have, please feel free to contact me by telephone.

Peace and all good.
Mark Mann
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