
Saint Mary’s Church 
15164 Juniper Dr. Marne, MI 49435  /  616.677.3934 / www.saintmarysmarne.org 

July 16, 2017  ~  The Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Weekend Mass Schedule:   
Saturday 4:30 PM Saint Marys  
Sunday 7:30 AM Saint Michaels-Coopersville  
Sunday 9:00 AM Saint Michaels-Coopersville                              
Sunday 11:00 AM Saint Mary’s 
 
Weekday Mass Schedule: 
Tuesday 9AM Saint Mary’s                                           
Adoration begins after Mass until 4:00 pm 
Wednesday 9AM - Saint Michaels-
Coopersville                                                          
Adoration begins after Mass until 5:00 pm  
Thursday 9:00 AM  Saint Marys 
Friday 9:00 AM Saint Michaels-Coopersville  
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday 3:30 PM—4:15 PM                                          
(or anytime by appt.) Saint Mary’s 
Wednesday 3:00 PM—4:00 PM                                      
(or anytime by appt.) Saint Michael’s   

St Mary’s Mission Statement: We, the Roman Catholic community of St. Mary's, by our baptism have 
become the People of God, dedicated to living and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We are a           
community built on faith and the sharing of individual talents, abilities and skills for the sake of the 
Kingdom of God. Empowered by the Holy Spirit and strengthened by prayer and the sacraments, we 

continue the mission of Jesus to reveal God's presence in all of human life.  

 

Parish Administrator:                                                                                
Rev. Ayub Francis Nasar / franasar@grpriests.org 
 

Parish Secretary:  
Cathie VanGessel / secretary@saintmarysmarne.org 
 

Business Manager: 
Todd Kline / businessmanager@saintmarysmarne.org 
 

Pastoral Minister, RCIA and Marriage Programs,  
Director of Cemetery :  
Dr. Allan Ten Eyck / ateneyck@saintmarysmarne.org 
 

Director of Faith Formation:                                                       
Theresa Steffes 616.677.3934/ dre@saintmarysmarne.org 
 

Youth Minister—Life Teen grades 9-12 
Michael Hurst / youthministry@saintmichaels.us 
 

Organist & Choir Director:                                                          
John Vesbit 616.453.6689 
 

Maintenance: Jim Looks 616.677.3934 
 

Martha League: Parish Office: 616.677.3934 
(assistance with meals during illness or injury) 
 

 

Pastoral Council:                                                
Sharon Davis, Wendy Reffeor, Georgia       
Noel, Sarah Russell, Vito Dolci,                        
Geary Farrell, Doug Frantz 
 

Finance Council:                                                
Arlyn Doornbos, Ruth Kasul,                            
Todd Kline, Scott Lampe, Paul Lothschutz. 
Mel Northup 
 

Care and Visitation of the Sick:                                         
Parish Office: 677.3934 
 

Sacraments of Baptism & Matrimony:  
Parish Office-616.677.3934 
 

Prayer Line:                                                           
Parish Office 616.677.3934                       
or Linda at 677.3269 for evening requests 
call Darlene 616.453.0157                                                          
or email: bfa1414@yahoo.com 
 

Our Cluster Parish:                                                         
St Michael’s—Coopersville, MI 49404 
616.384.4026 / www.saintmichaels.us 



Welcome to the Cluster Parishes of St. Mary and St. Michael 

St. Michael’s Liturgical Ministers for next week. 

 July 23—7:30 AM July 23—9:00 AM 

Altar  
Servers 

Peter Nielsen 
Jason Monroe 
Jonathon Monroe 

Abby LeMaire 
Molly LeMaire 
Araceli Zuniga 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Rosemary Weigel 
Dave Carlson 
Sharon Carlson 
Megan Cusick 
Ray Maka 
Kathy Maka 
Jennie Taylor 

Angie Syrek 
Joe LeMieux 
Debbie Veneklase 
Chris Albrecht 
Paul Schmidt 
Ken Schwallier 
Joel Mientsma 

Greeters NEED TWO Duane & Kerri Snowdin 

Lectors Kathy Maka Carol Reens 

Sacristan Rosemary Weigel Deb Mull 

Ushers 

Dave Tronovich 
Deb Tronovich 
Ray Maka 
Ed Irwin 

Tim Syrek 
Brandon Syrek 
Nathan Syrek 
Simon LeMieux 

Music Jennifer Mapes Jennifer Mapes 

Mass Schedule and Intentions 
MA=St. Mary’s      MI=St. Michael’s 

Saturday July 15 
  4:30 p.m. MA   ZGordon Dietrich by M/M Mike Sessions 
Sunday July 16 
  7:30 a.m. MI ZNoreen Umlor by Dave & Sharon Carlson 
  9:00 a.m. MI ZBub Albrecht by Chuck & Chris Albrecht 
 11:00 a.m. MA   For Our Parish Cluster Family 
Monday July 17   No Mass 
Tuesday July 18   
  9:00 a.m. MA ZGordon Dietrich by Don Dietrich 

Adoration begins after Mass until 4pm 
Wednesday July 19 
  9:00 a.m.   
 

MI  ZMarcia Meyers by Mike & Carla VanDyke 
Adoration begins after Mass until 5pm 

Thursday July 20 
  9:00 a.m MA  ZMolly Baker by M/M Larry Antcliff 
Friday July 21 
  9:00 a.m.  MI   ZLerine Lindberg by Joe & Lois Lothschutz 
Saturday July 22 
  4:30 p.m. MA   ZBertha Meier By M/M Leon Schwartz 
Sunday July 23 
  7:30 a.m. MI ZKen Laug by MaryAnn Laug  
  9:00 a.m. MI ZGreg Wentzel by Joe Hitchings 

 11:00 a.m. MA ZAnn Keena by M/M Wayne Kensil 

Submissions to the bulletin must be made in writing and sent via 
mail or email to secretary@saintmichaels.us or  
secretary@saintmarysmarne.org.  The deadline is Monday at 
noon for the following Sunday’s Bulletin. Thank you! 

July 16, 2017                                                                 
The 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Readings for the Week of July 16, 2017 
Sunday Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 55:10-11; Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14; 
 Rom 8:18-23; Mt 13:1-23 or 13:1-9 
Monday Ex 1:8-14, 22; Ps 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8; 
 Mt 10:34—11:1 
Tuesday Saint Camillus de Lellis, Priest 
 Ex 2:1-15a; Ps 69:3, 14, 30-31, 33-34;  
 Mt 11:20-24 
Wednesday Ex 3:1-6, 9-12; Ps 103:1b-2, 3-4, 6-7; Mt 11:25-27 
Thursday Saint Apollinaris, Bishop and Martyr 
 Ex 3:13-20; Ps 105:1 and 5, 8-9, 24-25, 26-27; 
 Mt 11:28-30 
Friday Saint Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest and 
 Doctor of the Church 
 Ex 11:10—12:14; Ps 116:12-13, 15 and 16bc, 
 17-18; Mt 12:1-8 
Saturday Saint Mary Magdalene 
 Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17; Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 
 8-9; Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 
Sunday Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Wis 12:13, 16-19; Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16; 
 Rom 8:26-27; Mt 13:24-43 or 13:24-30 

BISHOP DAVID J. WALK OWIAK ASKS US TO  
 PRAY FOR OUR SEMINARIANS  

 

Loving God, raise up dedicated leaders who will                             
shepherd your people and guide them to your Son.  Give                     
generous and willing hearts to the seminarians of our 
Diocese who have heard your call to live a life of ser-
vice to the Church.  Help us to encourage and support 
them as they strive to become priests who are models 
of discipleship, possessors of wisdom and on fire with 
love for your  people. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord.  Amen.                                                                         

We especially pray for: Noah J Thelen  

St. Mary’s Liturgical Ministers for next week. 

 July 22-4:30PM July 29-11AM 

Altar  
Servers 

Jack Kluting 
Aaron Ricord 

Katie Klein 
Ethan Haisma 

Eucharistic                  
Ministers 
Host 

Michelle Lampe 
Lauren Greenland 
Rita Carmody 

Mel Snowdin 
Pat Kensil 
Gary Karr 

Eucharistic                 
Ministers  
Cup 

Pat Harlett 
Jim Harlett 
Austin Lampe 
Steve Lampe 

Need One 
Wendy Reffeor 
Pat O’Connor 
Janette Ney 

Hospitality                   
Ministers 

Matt Karr 
Joyce Schwallier 
Jim Schwallier 
Helen Byrne 
Monica Zahm 
Leo Byrne 

Joe Kamp 
Marian Looks 
Jim Looks 
Don Banks 
Mary Rose Johnson 
Mary Hendershot 

Lector 1 Doug Frantz Need One 

Lector 2 Vito Dolci Kurt Kline 

Music Anna Jonaitis John Vesbit 



Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time July 16, 2017 

Visit www.saintmarysmarne.org for all church                         
happenings! “Like” St. Mary’s Catholic Church—Marne  

on Facebook and  “Follow “ us on Twitter and download 
our MyParishApp  

SAVE THE DATES 

Giving Back to God                                                                         

William Brown, Sharon Cook, Pat Goodwin, Mary Klein, Mike 
Magnotta, Jon Perrin, Ann Pols,  Mabel Siemen, Kathleen 
Sobie, Judy Wensink and the personal intentions that St Mary’s 
Parish parishioners hold close to their hearts. If you or a loved 
one would like to be added to this prayer list, please contact the 
parish office at 677.3934 or Linda at 677.3269 for evening requests 
call Darlene 616.453.0157 or email: bfa1414@yahoo.com 

PLEASE REMEMBER THESE ST. MARY’S 
PARISHIONERS IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Children’s Liturgy  
Pre-School thru 2nd Grade - During 
11AM Mass. The children will be                     
dismissed just   before the Liturgy of the 
Word   begins. They will return to join the 
main assembly during the collection. During this special time 
the children will learn about the same Scripture readings as the 
main congregation through readings, prayers and songs.  
Religious Education  
1st-7th Grade / Wednesdays at Parish Hall / 6:15- 7:30pm 
8th grade / Wednesdays / 6:45-8:30pm 
 

Accepting Registrations for the                                       
2017/18 School Year ! 

Forms are available online or in the Narthex.  
Classes Resume: 

Sept 24 - Pre-School thru 2nd grade                                           
Childrenôs Liturgy / During Mass 

Sept 20 -  1st-7th Grade @ Parish Hall 
Nov 8 -  8th grade-Confirmation                                                 
Parent & Candidate Meeting Sept 17 

 

For more information on any of these programs please contact 
our Director of Religious Education, Theresa Steffes at 
677.3934  or 677.5065  or dre@saintmarysmarne.org  
 
Youth/Life Teen Nights - done for the school  year 

¶ July 16 -23  Summer Mission Trip   

¶ August 13 St Mikes & 20 St Marys CAR WASH                           

during Masses all weekend! 

¶ For more info, visit the bulletin board in the Narthex or 
see the cluster page in the bulletin.  

Thank you for your continued support!  

July 20 Middle School /Kids Food Basket  Project 

July 23 Middle School Bonfire St Mary’s Camp Ground 

Aug 13 Youth Ministry Car Wash-Fundraiser (St Mikes) 

Aug 20 Youth Ministry Car Wash-Fundraiser (St Marys) 

Aug 27 St Michaels Parish Festival 

Sept  10 Annual Parish Picnic 

Sept 17 Catechetical Sunday  

Sept 17 Knights of Columbus Community Breakfast  

Sept 23 Marriage Enrichment / Date Night 

Oct 7 Marriage Enrichment / Date Night 

Oct 8 Knights of Columbus Community Breakfast  

Oct 22 Knights Veterans Dinner 

Nov 4 Marriage Enrichment / Date Night 

Nov 12 Knights of Columbus Community Breakfast  

Nov 23  Thanksgiving Mass 

Dec 10 Knights of Columbus Community Breakfast  

Jan 13, 2018 Marriage Enrichment / Date Night 

Feb 3, 2018 Valentine Dinner & Dance 

Feb 10, 2018 Marriage Enrichment / Date Night 

Mar 17, 2018 Marriage Enrichment / Date Night 

July 8/9  
Adult  (102) $6145.00 

Loose  $118.00  

Children’s   $9.50 

Total $6272.50 

Capital Improvement $370.00 

2nd Collection / Christians in Pakistan $1983.00 

St. Mary’s Mass & Parish Picnic Sept 10. 
Mass at the Cemetery Altar 11AM                        
(weather permitting-bring a lawn chair)  Picnic 
at Parish Hall 12PM—3PM Join your parish 
family for an afternoon of FOOD, FELLOW-
SHIP & FUN!  Volunteers are needed, please                
contact Angie for more  Information:616.890.3937                 

ST MARY’S PARISH NEWS ST MARY’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

Would you like to volunteer your time and 
talents to the church?  St. Marys Church is 

always looking for volunteers to help celebrate 
the weekend Masses. Areas of Need:                     
MINISTERS OF   HOSPITALITY, EUCHARIST  
MINISTERS,  ALTAR  SERVERS,  LECTORS, and MONEY 
COUNTERS.  Please contact the parish office to express 
your interest and get the dates for the next training sessions.  
For a complete list of ministries and their responsibilities, 
please visit: http://saintmarysmarne.org/about-us 

Share your thoughts with Pope Francis! 
 
 

Are you between the ages of 14-29? Pope Francis and 
our parish want to hear from you! As preparations begin 
for an international gathering of bishops (synod) next year, 
Pope Francis wants your input on the topic of Young Peo-
ple, the Faith, and Vocational Discernment.  Bring your 
friends (non-Catholics are welcome too) and join Youth 
Minister, Michael Hurst for a discussion at St Mary’s Par-
ish Hall on  July 26 at 7PM.  This is an opportunity to bet-
ter understand the purpose of the Synod on Youth and 
Vocational ministries. All ages and walks of life are wel-
come to this event. Teens bring your parents and friends 
(even non-catholic friends) to find out how you can make 
your voice heard by Pope Francis. Can’t make it? Share 
your opinion online at   http://bit.ly/DOGRsynodsurvey 

http://bit.ly/DOGRsynodsurvey


Welcome to the Cluster Parishes of St. Mary and St. Michael 

ST. MICHAEL’S SPONSOR OF THE WEEK 

Coopersville Car Care 
616-837-8297—Main St., Coopersville 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR BULLETIN! 

St. Michael’s Council #9909 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NEWS:  

The St. Michaelôs Knights meet on the 1st Tuesday 
of the month at 7:30 p.m. For more information, visit   
https://saintmichaels.us/knights-of-columbus-9909 

YOUTH MINISTRY (YM)2 CLUSTER NEWS 

PRAY FOR OUR ENGAGEDCOUPLES  
 
Julie Brown & Nathan Zielinski  - August 19, 2017 
(St Mary) 
Alexis Yost & Randy Looks - Sept 30, 2017                
(St Mary) 
Liz Nelson & Billy Morey - November 11, 2017 
(St. Michael) 

YOUTH / LIFETEEN  
¶ July 16 -23  Summer Mission Trip   

¶ August 13 St Mike’s Car Wash 

¶ August 20 St Mary’s Car Wash     
For more information on any of these events, please               
contact Michael at 616-384-4026 / 616.677.5065 or  
youthministry@saintmichaels.us 

St. Mary’s Knights of Columbus Council  #11581 News                                                        
The Knights meet on the 1st Thursday of the month at 8:00PM 
in the Parish Hall. For more info please contact  
Grand Knight: Steve Lampe:(616) 293-7355 or visit: 
https://saintmarysmarne.org/knights-of-columbus 

ST. MARY’S SPONSOR OF THE WEEK 

BEUSCHEL FUNERAL HOME 
Tradition With Compassion 

beuschelfuneralhome.com  ~  616.785.3863 
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR BULLETIN! 

Mission Appeal Weekend—July 22/23 /  Fr. Jaya Rao Polimera, Bishop of the Diocese of Eluru  
 

When Fr. Chuck Fischer became the pastor of St. Philip in downtown Battle Creek, his associate pastor was Fr. 
Jaya Rao Polimera, usually called Father Jay.  Father Jay had come from India and worked at St. Philip for 5½ 
years, the final two years with Fr. Chuck, from July 2001 to June 2003.  When Father Jay returned to his home 
diocese of Warangal, he was appointed pastor of the Cathedral Parish.  Six years later he was named the            
Director of Youth Ministry for the Diocese.  In May of 2013 the announcement came that he would become the 
Bishop of the Diocese of Eluru, and he was ordained Bishop on July 25, 2013.  He was 47 years old at the time.  
When Bishop Jay visited Fr. Chuck in October of 2014, they met with Bishop David Walkowiak, who permitted the 
Diocese of Eluru to be on the list for Mission Appeals in several parishes of the Grand Rapids Diocese.  Note that 
Bishop Walkowiak became a bishop just one month before Bishop Jay.  Bishop Jay is a very energetic young bish-
op, extremely personable, a fine preacher and speaker.  He did wonderfully in building up the Youth Ministry (which we would call 
Young Adult Ministry for ages 18-30) in his home diocese of Warangal, before being named a bishop.  In the Conference of Indian 
Bishop, he is on the Commission for Youth and the Commission on Communications.  Father Chuck visited his friend Father Jay 
when he was pastor of the Cathedral Parish in Warangal, but has not yet visited him in Eluru.  But he hopes to visit there soon.  
Eluru is a city in southeast India of about one million people; the diocese has a border along the Bay of Bengal.  This diocese be-
came a separate diocese only in 1977, and Bishop Jay is only the second bishop there.  The diocese has about 8.8 million people, 
of whom about 320,000 are Catholic.  Bishop Jay works with about 120 diocesan priests and 80 religious order priests, along with 
nearly 800 religious sisters.  There are about 100 parishes, plus hundreds of mission stations and schools.   The literacy rate of 
the Eluru Diocese is listed at 58%, a little higher than India as a whole.  The average income is reported as 13,000 rupees per 
year, or about $300. The size of this diocese is about that of 7 or 8 of our Michigan counties, 10,775 sq. kilometers or 4,159 sq. 
miles.  (The Grand Rapids Diocese covers 6,795 sq. miles.)  This means Bishop Jay’s Diocese has a very large number of people 
in a rather small area.  (Go ahead and Google the “Diocese of Eluru, India.”)   There will be a 2nd collection July 22/23 to support 
this Mission Appeal, please use the enclosed envelope. Our donations of this mission diocese help with the education of students 
who are expected to pay a modest tuition fee, a fee which is beyond the resources of many families.  Our offering helps with the 
finances for parishes and clergy in smaller villages and rural areas, ministries which are not yet self-supporting.  And of course our 
donations show the Indian Catholics that, although they are a tiny minority in their huge nation, they are remembered and prayed 
for from afar.  They are a precious part of our world-wide family of faith. (Article written by Fr Chuck Fischer)   

Dear Fr. Ayub and the parishioners of St. Mary’s and St. Michael’s~ Being on the receiving end of your              

community’s generosity as the rolls of coins came flooding in along with the cash and check donations was amazing. I 
witnessed what the power of many can do in your response to the Mother’s & Father’s Day Baby Bottle Collection for 
HELP Pregnancy Crisis Aid. The attention you bring to mothers and fathers for their respective holidays is a real               
tribute to your passion for LIFE. In 2017, from January to the end of June, we’ll have had over 2000 visits to our                 
center. Your donations totaling up to $4000.00 dollars will help supply us with formula and baby essentials and support 
the operations of our Medical Services with pregnancy tests and limited ultrasounds, which is staffed for walk
-ins two afternoons a week.  Actions such as this, sends a message into the community of care and compassion. All 
of us at HELP will make sure those we serve know that it is because of our generous donors is why we exist and we are blessed to 
pass it on. Thank you for your continued support. HELP has been truly blessed by you. Thank you, 



St. Michael’s Parish family remembers in their prayers:  
Art Klein, Sr., Bill Spencer, Lee Marshall, Helen Langlois, Kevin John-
son, Chase & Harrison Tasker, Dawn Stevens, Anne Pols, Lucille 
O’Bradovich, Rose Vargo, Margaret Langlois, Al & Winnie Spencer, 
Ruth Langlois, Alexandria Gordon, George and Gladys Langlois, 
Brooke Campbell, Linda Abel-Carroll, Jackie May, Bev Hehl, the 
victims of abortion, and the men and women in the military. 

ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH NEWS St. Michael’s Sanctuary Lamp 
For Chase & Harrison Tasker 

By Carol Tasker 

Giving Back to God 
St. Michael’s Contributions from last week. 

Adult Envelopes $4,928.00 

Loose Cash $215.00 

Children’s Envelopes $4.76 

Total $5,147.76 

Budgeted Income $5,913.00  

Surplus/Deficit ($765.24) 

Building Fund $50.00 

Thank you for your continued support! 

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time July 16, 2017 

Parish Prayer Line : If you would like to request 

a prayer for our parish prayer line please contact 
Mary Ann Laug at 616-837-8223 or Winnie Spencer 
at 616-837-8631 

ST. MICHAEL’S FAITH FORMATION 

THE DENNISON FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 
The DFCU is open in the Parish Office on Sundays from 8:30—
10:30 am. Our rates are comparable to our local financial  
institutions and you get more personal attention to your needs.  
Call Dave Busman at 616-502-8319 if you have questions. 

NOW ENROLLING FOR 2017-2018—Calling all families of 
3 & 4 year olds. Small class size with individualized, fun learning. 
Tuition discounts and scholarships available. Preschool meets 
MWF from 8:45-11:45 am. Your child must be 3 or 4 by October 1, 
2017. For more info, call our Preschool Director, Annette Lown at 
616-384-4026. 

ST. MICHAEL’S PRESCHOOL NEWS 

Scrip News:  Thank you to our 17 families that purchased 

Scrip this week.  Our total profit was $134.99. Start purchasing 

your scrip this summer to pay for Religious Ed fees this fall! 

Save the Date: 2017 Vacation Bible 
School: Maker Fun Factory Created 
by God Built for a Purpose! July 24-28th, 
from 6-8:30 pm. Contact Debbie 
Veneklase with any questions. 616-384-4026. 
 

VBS Dance Crew Practice-  July 16th 9:00 after Mass, in 
the school.  
 

High School Youth Ministry (YM2): July 16 -23  Sum-
mer Mission Trip. Please pray for our teens on their mission 
trip to Baldwin, as well as their weekend in Steubenville.   

Save the Date:  St. Michael’s Parish  
Festival and Chicken Dinner will be  
Sunday, August 27, 2017.  Keep your 
eyes open for good deals on larger items for 

our Mini-Raffle.  If you are interested in helping out and pos-
sibly chairing an event, please call Cindy at 616-460-2004. 
LARGE RAFFLE Tickets are now available after 7:30 AM 
Mass (before 9 AM Mass) and in the parish office.  We are 
asking each family to sell 2 packets of 10 tickets to help 
make our festival a success.  Please start thinking about 
items to contribute to our festival's Country Store.: Arts 
& Crafts, Quilts, doll clothes, Wooden Crafts, Candles, 
homemade soaps, Handmade greeting cards, baked goods, 
jams, jellies, pickles, breads, plants, homemade candies, 
anything from your garden: vegetables, herbs, cut flowers, 
fruits, etc. 

Coopersville Cares can use your help! Our shelves are 
getting bare and we could really use the following items: 
canned beans, mac & cheese, ramen noodles, spaghetti 
sauce, jelly, toilet paper, paper towels, soup, cake mix and 
frosting, canned tomatoes, canned fruit, canned vegetables, 
shampoo, deodorant. Thank you! I will be going shopping 
today too but it takes many of us to keep the shelves 
stocked! 

Church Chuckle: A country priest decided to skip Masses 
one Sunday and head to the hills to do some bear hunting. 
As he rounded the corner on a perilous twist in the trail, he 
and a bear collided, sending him and his rifle tumbling down 
the mountainside.  
      Before he knew it, his rifle went one way and he went the 
other, landing on a rock and breaking both legs. That was 
the good news. The bad news was the ferocious bear was 
charging at him from a distance, and he couldn't move.  
      "Oh Lord," the priest prayed, "I'm so sorry for skipping 
Masses today to come out here and hunt. Please forgive me 
and hear my plea.... please make a Christian out of that bear 
that's coming at me. Please, Lord!"  
       That very instant, the bear skidded to a halt, fell to its 
knees, clasped its paws together and began to pray aloud 
right at the priest's feet.  
       "Dear Lord, bless this food I am about to receive... in 
Jesus' name... Amen."  




